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Recently, NSU released a
new program called the SelfService Curriculum Advising
and Program Planning Degree
Evaluation. Available only for
undergraduate students, the program “compares your completed
coursework with program degree
requirements published in the

college catalog.”
Advisors are known as
the go-to people when students
are having trouble signing
up for or dropping classes or
understanding their curriculum.
If that is the only reason students
visit their advisors, could the
CAPP possibly replace them?
For those who have
received e-mails about the new
CAPP service, it clearly states

Getting to
Know NSU’s
New President
George
Hanbur y, II

that it is not meant to replace
your interaction with an advisor
because it is not an official
evaluation of your coursework.
Furthermore, students  who
have a minor or are double
majoring will encounter problems
with their CAPP evaluations
because the system is unable
to read “outside the box.” Your
advisor can enter the system and
fix it accordingly.
When asked about the
CAPP possibly replacing the
work of an advisor, Ashley
Haskins, undergraduate advisor
for the H. Wayne Huizenga
School
of
Business
and
Entrepreneurship, said,   “It has
great potential as a student tool,
providing academic planning
and creating more available
time for the advisors to build
up on academic counseling and
relationships.” This can mean less
time talking about requirements
and more time aiding in other
SEE CAAP 2
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Last year’s “Anything that Floats” contest.

ASHLEY CHANG-STORY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“Bed Racing used to be a
major event during homecoming.
Students would place mattresses
on wheels and drag race in their
pajamas,” noted Brad A. Williams,
Ed.D., dean of Student Affairs.
Williams recalls those first years,

as a time when, “…building the
tradition was fun.”
Williams has been involved
with Homecoming since it
premiered in 1988. That year, the
dance took place across the street
at a ballroom in a hotel which is
now known as the Rolling Hills
Residences.
The dean of Student Affairs

Walking up to the Executive
Offices on the second floor of the
Horvitz Building is intimidating
for most students. The walls are
embellished with eye-catching
awards and rare artifacts that
convey the essence of NSU
pride.   The corridor is home to
more than just rare pieces of art
and trophies. It is home to the
office of NSU’s President George
L. Hanbury, II. The Current sat
down with the new president to
discuss his plans for his tenure.  

SEE HOMECOMING 2
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remembers when 285 of the
500 NSU students attended the
very first dance. He recalls the
memory as “a time when everyone
knew everyone.” These days, the
university boasts about 29,000
students, and Homecoming will
be a much different experience as
compared to when it first started.
Events include a do-it-yourself raft

Getting “Lost”: The
Beginning of the End

Today

ASHLEY CHANG-STORY &
SERENA MANN

Ashley Chang-Story: Why was
a succession plan implemented?
Is this typically how the position
is passed on?
President Hanbury: Former
President Ferrero discussed with
the trustees that it was crucial to
have a seamless transition and
appoint an individual with prior
knowledge of how the university
has been running. A main concern of Chancellor Ferrero and
the trustees was assigning an
individual who would follow
the path that has been created,
rather than “put their own twist
on it’, hence [the board of
trustees arrived at] the decision to
implement a succession plan. My
12 years at Nova Southeastern
University, prior to receiving
my latest title, was seen as a
mentorship which allowed me to
grasp the vision of the university,
so that I can fulfill the mission
of successfully providing for

Opinions

Forecast
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President George Hanbury, II.
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CAAP from 1

academic concerns that advisors
are trained to do.
If students see anything
questionable about their CAPP
evaluations, they should contact
their advisors in an effort to
tweak the new system and make

it more effective. Since the CAPP
system is still new, reporting
these problems earlier on will
ensure that students are able to
use it to their advantage as much
as possible.
To access the CAPP eval-

uation, log in to Sharklink and
click on the Transcripts/Grades/
CAPP Degree Evaluations link,
where credits taken up to date,
requirements that are left, overall
GPA, and much more can be seen
to assist in  academic decisions.

MBA student. “But I would like to
know about it and get involved.”
Traditionally, in most universities
Homecoming is centered around a
football game. Williams explained
how this is different at NSU.
“Homecoming is often centered around basketball in the
winter, since we do not have a
football team. But, there was a
short period when it did occur in
fall and it surrounded the soccer
season. At that time, NSU did not
have a gymnasium, but there was a
home soccer field.”
Homecoming provides the

student body an opportunity to
break out of their academic routine
and experience the social and
carefree side of college life. Kevin
Alegret, senior biology major said,
“Homecoming is a time where all
the organizations are really active
on campus and try to bring out the
school spirit in each student.”
Homecoming events are
scheduled through all this week.
For a full of list of events visit
www.nova.edu/studentactivities/
homecoming/index.html.

HOMECOMING from 1

race in Gold Circle Lake, a tailgat
-ing party, a special SEA Thursday
and much more.
“Now Homecoming is sort
of forced upon you.” said Sachia
Persaud, an MBA finance student
who has been at the school since
2002. “Before, NSU was a small
close-knit community, where
everybody wanted to participate
in events like Homecoming. But
now, it’s sad that students aren’t as
excited as they used to be.”
“This is my first year at NSU
and I don’t know anything about
Homecoming.” said Hireni Patel,
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HANBURY from 1

the students, faculty, and staff in
every way possible.
ACS: Alan B. Levan, chair of the
presidential succession committee
said, “I’ve worked with George
Hanbury for a decade, and I
know he will ensure a smooth
transition. The implementation
of the succession plan assures
that the strategic plan adopted
by the Board of Trustees will
continue to be implemented, its
vision articulated, and its dreams,
goals and objectives brought
to fruition,” in a recent press
release. What “strategic plan” is
Mr. Levan referring to?
PH: Mr. Levan’s reference to a
“strategic plan” is the course in
which [NSU] strives to achieve
preeminent quality in all the
programs at Nova Southeastern
University. Currently, 80 percent
of the student body is graduate
students. A part of the plan is to
attract undergraduate students
that will also want to pursue our
graduate progams.
ACS: Can you comment on the
fiscal health of the university?
PH: NSU’s fiscal health is
conservative. My hope is to
improve the endowment, but we
are [currently] a tuition-driven
university. Quarterly analysis
takes place each year, so that
we can remain sure we are
fiscally sound.
ACS: A lot of readers are not
familiar with the day-to-day
duties of the president. What
exactly is your role as president,
and how has it changed from
your previous role as executive
vice president and chief operating officer?
PH: My title and recognition
has been the main difference,
as of now. I plan to make more
public appearances engaging
with the students. I call myself a
“chief cheerleader.” My role as

Current Affairs Editor

“My title and recognition has been the main
difference, as of now. I plan to make more public
appearances engaging with the students. I call myself
a ‘chief cheerleader.’ My role as the president is to
ensure a fiscal, physical and academic balance here
at NSU. We are working towards improving finances
so that we can enhance and emphasize an NSU
education in any discipline.”

the president is to ensure a fiscal,
physical and academic balance
here at NSU. We are working
towards improving finances
so that we can enhance and
emphasize an NSU education in
any discipline.
ACS: What is one thing you
will do differently than former
President Ferrero?
PH: Chancellor Ferrero is a
wonderful mentor and has
given me guidance. Everyone
has different management and
personality styles. I plan to be
in the environment among the
students, faculty and staff and
managing by being involved and
observing around campus.
ACS: What is one thing you will
model from former President
Ferrero?
PH: Chancellor Ferrero lives
by the 8th habit, “to seek first,
to understand before being
understood.” I hope to attain that
quality.
ACS: What can NSU look
forward to in 2010?
PH: There will be several construction and renovation projects.
For instance, the Center of
Excellence for Coral Reef
Ecosystems Science Research
Facility, near the John U. Lloyd
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Beach State Park, a new student
education center in Palm Beach,
and a collaborative undergraduate and graduate research
facility, as well as renovations at
the Parker Building.”
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ACS: What does NSU mean
to you?
PH: NSU means entrepreneurial
and nimble, not diminishing in
quality beyond the classroom. It’s
up to you. Opportunity is endless,
yet it is up to you [the student] if
you are willing to try new things.
Every person you touch is helping
you with educational pursuits.
ACS: Do you have a vehicle for
student feedback?
PH: The Gallup Survey, as well
as the Town Hall meetings, has
provided a channel to receive
student feedback. I want to try to
establish one so that I can have
efficient feedback from students,
faculty, and staff.
ACS: How do you handle student
feedback?
PH: I hope positively. I have
attended various dinners and
meetings with Chancellor Ferrero
in the past, heard the concerns,
and observed the revisions to the
university that have come about
due to individuals stepping up
and voicing their concerns.
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New Law for Haitians
Passes as Help Continues
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

The Department of Homeland Security has granted Haitians a “Temporary Protected
Status,” which will prevent the
deportation of illegal Haitians
who were already in the U.S.
on Jan. 12, for a period of 18
months. Citizens of nations
affected by natural disasters, civil
wars or other major catastrophes
are usually granted the status,
which may be extended if the
government considers it prudent.
“I do believe that America
has a continued responsibility
to act. Our nation has a unique
capacity to reach out quickly
and broadly and to deliver
assistance that can save lives.
That responsibility, obviously, is
magnified when the devastation
that has been suffered is so near
to us,” said President Barack
Obama three days after the 7.0
magnitude earthquake hit Haiti.
“Haitians are our neighbors in
the Americas, and for Americans,
they are family and friends.”
The U.S. government has
also sent troops to deliver water,
food and medical supplies to
Port-au-Prince. People in need of
emergency medical assistance not

Courtesy of www.whitehouse.gov

President Barack Obama addresses the
nation on Jan. 15 to explain the measures
taken by the United States to help Haiti
after the 7.0 magnitude earthquake on
Jan. 12.

available in Haiti are being flown
to American hospitals, mainly
in Fla. However, governmental
extraction of critically ill patients
stopped on Jan. 27, While the
reason for this is unclear, The
Miami Herald alluded to a letter
sent by Gov. Charlie Crist to
Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius
stating that the state’s hospitals
were almost full.
The official extraction of
patients may have stopped but
individual hospitals continue to
provide a helping hand. On Jan. 31,

three critically ill children were
flown to a hospital in Philadelphia
after private donors paid for the
flight. Also on Jan. 31, the White
House said a plan was being
designed to resume the extraction
of people in critical conditions.
“I believe it has been the
consensus of the international
community and the Haitian
community here in the U.S.
that the U.S. was relatively
responsive,” said James D.
Wilets, professor of law in the
NSU Shepard Broad Law Center
and chair for the Inter-American
Center for Human Rights. “I
think most people wish the
previous administration had been
as responsive towards the people
of New Orleans.”
President Obama said the
Haitian President, René Préval
expressed his gratitude to the
American public during their
conversation on Jan. 15. “From
the bottom of my heart and on
behalf of the people of Haiti:
Thank you, thank you, thank
you,” said Préval.
For more information regarding the U.S.’s help toward
Haiti and how to help, visit www.
whitehouse.gov/haitiearthquake_
embed.
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Events Calendar
Feb. 9 - 15
02.09.10
The Secret Service, FBI,
and IRS are coming
to NSU!
12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
The Secret Service, FBI, and
IRS are coming to NSU! Find
out about job opportunities
and what it is like to work
in the secret service. RSVP
today on CAREERShark
under Events/Workshops,
www.nova.edu/careershark
to reserve your spot!
Alvin Sherman Library room
3018 | 954.262.7201 or
career@nova.edu

02.09.10
Chat with the Secret
Service, FBI, and IRS
5 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Attend a panel discussion
with the Secret Service,
FBI, and IRS. RSVP
today on CAREERShark
under Events/Workshops,
www.nova.edu/careershark
to reserve your spot!
Don Taft University Center,
2nd floor | 954.262.7201 or
career@nova.edu

02.09.10
Dr. Will Kirby from
Dr. 90210
7 p.m.
From NSU to Beverly Hills,
find out how this NSU
alumnus has created a successful career in medicine,
television and business.
Rose and Alfred Miniaci
Performing Arts Center |
954.262.2118

02.10.10
Chancellor Ferrero’s
Fourth Annual
Homecoming Tailgate
5 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Bring your family and friends
to Chancellor Ferrero’s
4th Annual Homecoming
Tailgate at the NSU Shark
Fountain located outside the
east entrance of the Don Taft
University Center. Enjoy
refreshments, NSU spirit
items, and the finale to the
Flight Deck Follies.
The NSU Shark Fountain |
jthomas@nsu.nova.edu

02.10.10
10x10: National Juried
Exhibition
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Examine prints, paintings,
photographs, drawings, and
sculptural works from artists
who answered the division’s
national call for work
measuring no more than 10
inches in any direction.
Performing and Visual Arts
Wing, Gallery 217 |
954.262.8179 or visit
nsutheatre@nova.edu

02.10.10
Power Lunch “Using the
Wall Street Journal in
Your Job Search”
1:15 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Come and learn from
Margarita Martin the Education Sales Consultant from
the Wall Street Journal on
how to use the WSJ in your
job search.
Carl DeSantis Building |
RSVP gbsa@huizenga.nova.edu

02.11.10
Homecoming S.E.A.
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Join the different student
organizations or groups showcasing events and opportunities to get involved on
campus. As always there is
free food, cold drinks and music.
Flight Deck Patio | 954.262.7285

02.11.10
The Dating Doctor™
8 p.m.
Do you feel you make
poor choices in the people
you date? Are you having
relationship issues? Is the
person you’re in a relationship
with driving you crazy?
Join us for a relationships
program facilitated by David
Coleman, known nationwide
as The Dating Doctor™
and “America’s Real-Life
Hitch!”
Mailman Hollywood
Auditorium | 954.262.7285

02.11.10
“Anything That Floats”
Raft Races
3:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Can you build a boat that can
survive the turbulent waters
of NSU’s Gold Circle Lake?
Do you want to race? Join us
in the Annual “Anything That
Floats” Raft Race. Whether
you compete or cheer for
your favorite team, it will be
an event you’ll never forget.
The race is on!

02.12.10
Recycled Percussion
8 p.m.

02.13.10
NSU Homecoming Dance
10 p.m. - 3 a.m.

Come see the number #1
touring college band in
America, “Recycled Percussion.” You have seen them
across the country and on
America’s Got Talent, now
see them live at NSU! Seats
are limited!

Undergraduate and Graduate
students: Are you ready to
dance the night away with old
and new friends? Do you want
to know who will be crowned
this year’s Homecoming
King and Queen? Join us
at the NSU Homecoming
Dance at Revolution and
have a ball! All graduate and
undergraduate students are
invited!

Mailman Auditorium |
954.262.7285

Gold Circle Lake | 954.262.7285

02.12.10
Common Ground Film
Festival: Encounter Point
6 p.m.
Encounter Points tells the
story of an Israeli settler, a
convicted Palestinian fighter,
a bereaved Israeli mother,
and a wounded Palestinian
ex-prisoner who sacrifice
their safety, public standing,
communities, and homes in
order to press for a grassroots
movement for nonviolence
and peace.
Knight Auditorium in the Carl
DeSantis Building | 786.333.8444

02.12.10
Volunteer to Help Haiti
1 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Help deliver, sort and package
donated items for Haiti. Meet
at the Shark Fountain before
scheduled time, limited transportation provided.
Haiti Relief Warehouse,
Miami | volunteer@nova.edu
or 954.262.7297

02.13.10
CommunityFest
12 p.m. - 4 p.m.
CommunityFest is an annual
festival that celebrates and
connects NSU students,
alumni, employees, and their
families in a carnival-like
atmosphere. The day consists
of live entertainment, food
and drinks, large-scale games,
activity booths, paddle boats
on the lake, and much more.
The event is designed for
all age groups so whether
you’re 3 or 83, you will have
an unforgettable afternoon
with your NSU Family. Best
of all, the event is free!
Gold Circle Lake | www.
nova.edu/studentleadership/
communityfest/ or email
communityfest@nova.edu.
954.262.8179 or visit
nsutheatre@nova.edu

Revolution LIVE | 954.262.7288

02.15.10
Common Ground Film
Festival: Talk Mogadishu
6 p.m.
Talk Mogadishu is the
story of HornAfrik, the
first independent TV and
radio station in war-ravaged
Mogadishu. A decade after
the disastrous humanitarian
intervention by the U.S. in
Somalia, HornAfrik was
established to forge a path
to peace through freedom of
expression, impartial news,
and dialogue.
Knight Auditorium in the Carl
DeSantis Building | 786.333.8444
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NSU’s Seventh Annual
African Presence
Art Exhibition 2010
NICOLE PORTER SIMMS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“We try to reinforce this
month, what NSU does all
year long and recognize the
contributions of black citizens,”
stated President George L.
Hanbury II at the grand opening
of the Seventh Annual African
Presence Art Exhibition. “NSU’s
black students are the minority
majority…NSU wants to push
the point of tolerance, technology
and talent.”
Attendees were treated to
hor d’oeuvres, choral and dance
performances, blues music and
a ritual Pouring of the Libation
ceremony to honor African
ancestors.
Cyril Blavo, Ph.D., director of the Master’s of Public
Health Program at HPD, and
Michael Andah, from the Ghana
Association of South Florida,
performed the pouring of the
libation.
Blavo
translated,
“Pouring of libation is customary
in Ghana on occasions to
acknowledge God and ancestors.
This was originally a religious
ritual now a cultural ritual,
performed when a child is born,
at weddings, funerals and so
forth.”
Gary Monroe, the curator
of the collection at the Museum
of
Art
Fort
Lauderdale,

explained the artwork, “Their
[the Highwaymen] paintings
weren’t about the life they lived
in everyday. They were about the
erotic views around them.”
“[This is an] affirmation
of the possibilities available
to artists, commented Nerissa
Street, senior theatre major.
The Highwaymen consisted of
26 African American youths
from the Fort Pierce and Vero
Beach area who broke the mold
by forming a loosely organized
group of entrepreneurial artists
at a time when being black in
Florida meant being subjected to
Jim Crow laws — separate but
equal.  
The exhibition “Road to
Empowerment: Art of the
Florida” consists of more than 40
pieces of artwork selected from
regional and private collections.
The exhibit opened Feb. 4 and
will be displayed through Sat.
April 10 in the Second Floor
Gallery, Alvin Sherman Library.
On Tuesday, Feb. 16,
exhibit curator, Gary Monroe
will give a free talk in the Gallery
about the collection on display. It
is organized through the Farquhar
College of Arts and Sciences and
is free to the public.
For more Black History
Month events, visit www.nova.
edu/blackhistory.
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To Meat or Not to Meat
VERONICA ISIDRON
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Last week, the large lecture
room at the Shepard Broad Law
Center was filled with students
and faculty who are vegetarians,
vegans and meat-eaters, all there
to hear a lecture from animal
rights activist, Gary Yourofsky.
During the lecture came
a four minute video, much of it
filmed by Yourofsky himself.
The audience was warned that
the images would be graphic.
With the anticipation that many
would look away, Yourofsky told
the audience to ask themselves,
“If it’s not good enough for your
eyes, why is it good enough for
your stomach?”
The video started with little,
pink baby pigs being thrown onto
the ground. As they hit the ground,
many struggled to move around
but there was no escape from
the torture that would eventually
result in death. Cows, pigs and
sheep suspended upside down by
chains, while workers sliced body
after body and the blood poured
out of them onto the floor. A pig
fell to the ground and was beaten
to death. A dolphin struggled
to stay alive while chained to a
truck. Beaks cut, horns snapped,
genitalia sliced and all while the
animals were conscious. These
were just some of the images in
the video. These animals were

tortured and left to suffer until
their last breath. Soon after that,
their meat is sold and later served
on a plate for people to eat.
“I was deeply disturbed
and moved by the video that
was showed. It’s amazing how
much we take for granted the
tremendous amount of suffering
animals experience just to satisfy
human’s insatiable desires for
meat and other product derived
from them,” said George
Alvarado, junior business major,
shortly after viewing the video
Several people in the
audience turned their eyes
from the video. Many placed
their hands over their mouths.
The question remains, will the
audience now hold their hands
over their mouths when it comes
to being served food derived from
animals?
At the lecture students were
told being a consumer of meat
and food derived from animals,
not only adds to the abuse and
killing of animals, but also can
be bad for your health. Yourofsky
related animal consumption to
diseases such as heart disease
and cancer, as well as cases of
osteoporosis due to the body
needing calcium from your bones
to regulate the acidity from the
absorption of meat. Yourofsky
explained that eating meat is a
learned behavior and with time
becomes an addiction. Realizing

that giving up meat can be very
difficult for people, Yourofsky
provided the audience with many
alternative food options, showing
pictures of burgers, ribs, chicken,
turkey and bacon made without
any animal flesh. Yourofsky
suggested that the effect of
changing one’s diet to not include
food derived from animals would
help with maintaining a healthy
body and contribute to stop the
massacre of animals.
Alvarado commented on
the lecture by saying, “I was
impressed with Gary’s passion
and determination for expressing
his message of intolerance for
animal cruelty of any kind.” Five
days after the lecture, Alvarado
had not forgotten the facts or
the visuals that were presented
to him that day. He states, “My
life has changed dramatically
since seeing Gary Yourofsky’s
presentation. I can no longer look
at meat the same way nor have the
desire to consume meat as a result
of all the information that I took
in. I feel that changing my eating
habits to not eat meat or any meat
whatsoever is a good beginning
to ending animal cruelty.”
For more information
you may visit http://adaptt.org/
index.html, founded by Gary
Yourofsky.
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NSU Kicks Off
Black History Month
Through Film
and Music
AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR

“Lift every voice and sing
till earth and heaven ring/ Ring
with the harmonies of liberty/
Let our rejoicing rise high as the
listening skies/ Let it resound
loud as the rolling sea,” was sang
throughout the Knight Auditorium
as Black History Month kicked
off last Thursday at NSU.
The Graduate School of
Humanities and Social Sciences
(SHSS) hosted the 3rd Annual
Strengths of the Black Family
Film Series and Roundtable
Discussion with the theme “Black
Love is Black Wealth.” Debra
Nixon, Ph.D., the facilitator of
the event and a faculty member
in the Department of Family
Therapy in SHSS, wanted to
encourage students to tell their
own stories at the end of the day
because many stories about black
families are not positive. “It does
not matter what other people say
about you, what’s important is
what you believe about yourself,”
she said.
After the “Negro National

Anthem” was sang, Jacqueline
Clarke, a student of Nixon’s, said
a prayer while everyone held
hands. Other students in attendance were eager to celebrate
Black History Month and “see
what new prospects will be
presented this year,” said Anne
Nelson, junior counseling major.
Clips of inspiring films were
shown with open discussions
throughout. Nixon encouraged
the audience to share their stories
of those that inspired them the
most. Those in attendance were
proud to share their stories and
honor those that once influenced
them in a positive way.
As Nikki Giovanni was
heard through the speakers of the
auditorium, everyone was in deep
thought and the room fell silent as
a recording of Giovanni’s popular
poem, “Truth Is On Its Way,” was
being played. The event was full
of powerful reminders of how so
many different people influence
our lives.
For information on more
Black History events this
month, check out www.nova.edu/
blackhistory.
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NSU’S Biggest Loser, Challenge One:
Defeat The Broward County Fire Academy
Obstacle Course
SUE TENPOW
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Last week, the NSU’s
Biggest Loser teams took on their
first challenge at the Broward
County Fire Academy and came
through with flying colors. The
teams, wearing blue, green and
purple, rallied together to support
each teammate as they raced
through the course and pushed
passed every obstacle. It was
a grueling course, using some
of the same equipment used for
fireman training.
The obstacle course consisted of several cardio and weight
lifting elements, most notably the
hose pull, where each contestant
had to pull a fireman’s hose, full
of water across the course for a
few hundred yards. This portion
of the course proved to be the
hardest and almost every player
struggled to complete it, but in
the end, everyone did.
“It was extremely difficult,
but I’m proud of myself for
finishing. I felt like my heart was
going to stop,” said Alexandra
Goldstein, one of the contestants.
The rest of the challenges
were not a complete surprise to
the contestants, 9951-nsu:Layout
as they had a
heads up from prior year’s tapes

Photo by S. Tenpow

Aparna Saini pushing to finish the hose pull with the encouragement of teammates,
competitors, and trainers alike.

and from pictures online, but
it did not make the course any
easier. However, they were not
put off of the program because of
the difficulty level, they know it
is only going to get increasingly
harder, but the contestants are
ready for it.
Liza Romansky, NSU
Alumni, commented, “What’s
great about this program is that
it’s not a diet, it’s a change for
a healthier lifestyle, and my
real goal is that two years from
now, it’ll still be about a healthy
lifestyle.”
Those in attendance were
not only contestants and their
trainers, but the firemen were
lending
a huge helping hand
1 11/3/09 2:09 PM Page 1
and family and friends came
out to show their support. The

atmosphere was filled with
positive attitudes and aweinspiring encouragement.
“I’m very excited because
working with a group is great,
it’s easier to keep motivated and
we can feed off of each other’s
energy,” explained Madeline
Manus, employee at HPD’s
College of Dental Medicine.
“It’s not just about losing
weight, it’s about the big picture
and changing appearance, that
is why this program is great,”
said, Andrea Shaw, Ph.D,
assistant
director
of
the
Farquhar College of Arts and
Sciences Division of Humanities and assistant professor
of English.

BARRY LAW is...
faculty focused on you
Professor Patrick E. Tolan, Jr.,
founder and faculty advisor to
Barry Law’s Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance program,
encourages his students
to serve the community.
“One of the most
fundamental skills we,
as professors, can
provide our future
attorneys is compassion.
This is a skill that
cannot easily be taught
in the classroom, but
is quickly developed
as they help those
who are less
fortunate.”

Patrick E. Tolan, Jr.
Associate Professor
of Law

Real world experiences • Intimate learning environment
Dynamic, accessible faculty • ABA accredited • Orlando, Florida

www.barry.edu/Law

Barry University School of Law is fully accredited by the American Bar Association (Section
of Legal Education & Admissions to the Bar, ABA, 321 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60654,
312-988-6738).
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Compile a Mix CD
I know what you are thinking. This is totally cliché, right?
Making a mix CD for your special someone does not have
to include just sappy Boys II Men songs (unless you
want it to, of course). Choose songs that evoke special
memories of the times you two have shared together:
the first song you ever danced to, the theme song
from your favorite show or just a tune you both love
will mean more than just some song you choose off
the “Top Romance Songs of All Time” list. To make it
extra special, leave it in their car’s CD player unnoticed or load it on their iPod, so that next time they
turn it on, it is your playlist he or she will hear.

Prepare a Home-Cooked Meal
Although going out to a fancy restaurant is always nice, preparing
a meal yourself showcases just how much that special someone
really means to you due to all the hard work and planning involved.
Even if you are not a regular Julia Child in the kitchen, you can make
a delicious and well-put-together meal in no time. Pasta, for instance,
is something that is almost foolproof, and with a few final touches like
garlic bread and fresh herbs, it can look like it was made at one of the
swankiest of restaurants.

Get in Touch with your Inner Child
Sometimes our lives get so weighed down with the pressures of school and
work that we forget to have a little fun. This Valentine’s Day, head over to your local
arcade for a day of fun and friendly competition. Getting out and acting like a child
while laughing hysterically the entire time can be the best gift either of you has ever received. If you are feeling extra adventurous, place a little wager with your valentine, such
as the loser has to give the winner a foot rub. It is a win-win situation!

Pitch a Tent
Romance is just a step away. Grab your old camping supplies and set them up in your backyard for
a night out under the stars. Make s’mores and roast marshmallows by the fire pit and leave all the
distractions back in the house. Now is the perfect time of the year, so grab those sleeping bags and
cuddle up.

www.nsucurrent.com
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Weekend Getaway

Spend Quality Time Together

Even if you do not have the funds for a luxury
vacation, rent a hotel on the nearest beach and
pretend. Make sure to turn off your cell phones
and leave your laptops at home; those things
can wait. You do not have to go far to spend a
relaxing weekend with someone you care about.
With Ft. Lauderdale beach just minutes away,
you have a world-class vacation destination in
your own backyard. Take advantage!

No matter what you do for Valentine’s Day this year,
the best gift you can give each other is quality time.
Even if that means just ordering a pizza and renting a
movie, it is about who you are with rather than what you
are doing. We all get caught up in the busyness of everyday life, so this is your chance to really show your partner
how much he or she means to you.

Send a Handwritten Letter
Nowadays, we are so caught up in the latest technology
and social networking sites, such as Facebook and Twitter, we often forget about the ancient art of “snail mail.”
Taking the time to sit down and write a letter, rather than
just sending an email, is more personal and will show your
partner just how much you care. Tell him or her how you
feel, reminisce on past events or just wish them a Happy
Valentine’s Day.
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Common Interests
Get out and do something you both enjoy.
Whether it is going to see your favorite local
band, comedian or that new movie you were
both itching to watch, doing something you
both like will ensure that everyone is happy
this Valentine’s Day.

This Valentine’s Day, remind your
sweetie how it all began. If you and
your partner have been together for
a long time, one of the best dates can
be to reenact your first one. Take your
partner to the same location (or somewhere similar if you have moved), and try
to make things just as they were the first
time. This can spark the romance that you
once had when your relationship was fresh
and new.

Couple’s Massages

A professional massage does not have to burn a hole
in your pocket. Most places have special discounts
just in time for Valentine’s Day. A couple’s massage is a great way to relax and bond with your
sweetie. Who does not love a massage?
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NSU Rowing Ready to Get
Back in the Water
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The NSU women’s rowing
team will be looking to try and
improve upon what has been a
remarkable couple of years in
the history of the program. On
the strength of three consecutive
Sunshine
State
Conference
championships in the varsity 4
and the varsity 8 and a NCAA
national championship in the
varsity 4, the rowing program
have built solid foundations that
they are looking to build upon.
Head coach John Gartin
believes “the speed of division
II rowing has gotten better every
year, a couple of years ago their
seemed to be a lag in the SSC in
terms of the speed compared to
the rest of the nation.”
However, Gartin believes
the SSC will be a lot tougher this
season “this year I have to hand it
to them, FIT and Barry are back,
solidly, and for us we really need
the freshman to step up as we
graduated nine seniors, five of
which were at nationals with us,
so we need some women to really
step up.”
Improvement is evident
within the rowing program
already “I have seen it, I have
seen everyone coming along

but the other part of it is I know
the other crews are fast so this
is not going to be a cake walk,
its going to be nip and tuck,”
added Gartin.
Without wishing to look
too far into the future the rowing
program believes their immediate
goals and objectives remain inhouse “we have internal goals
were we want to get faster just
simply being fast on the rowing
machines and faster in the boat
itself, kind of racing ourselves a
little bit,” said Gartin.
The Sharks have also set
themselves intermediate and
long term goals “we also have
intermediate goals like the Barry
dual race, its going to be here, its
going to be our only home race
so that’s definitely one we want
to get in the basket again Barry’s
back and Barry is real so again
we are not going to walk away
from anybody,” stated Gartin.
Looking long term “It’s not
going to be easy but one of our
long term goals is going to be to
repeat for Sunshine State but we
cannot even focus on the idea of
repeating we simply have to go
and do it again, we have to go and
do it,” emphasized Gartin.
“Once we get that out of
the way we can look ahead to
see were we are at comparatively

Rowing eagerly anticipating the start of the new season.

for nationals, if we don’t win the
conference we are very far behind
in terms of getting selected so
without a conference win all bets
are off,” added Gartin.
In order to achieve their
goals this season, the rowing
program is looking to certain
individuals to really step up,
“We have two seniors who are
doing a great job in terms of
leadership and they are working
really hard with one of them
coming back from surgery,
Natalie (Chaiser) and Megan
(Kim) are just doing a good job at
being seniors,” said Gartin.
“With the sophomores I
have seen a lot of good work by
the two women who last year
were in the four, Jessie (Sutter)

Courtesy of Sports Information

and Claire (Kurlycheck) are
really setting the standard and
pushing themselves, they have
high expectations for themselves
more than anything else and that’s
really driving them forward.”
added Gartin.
Gartin also reserved praise
for the junior class “they are
showing some signs of real
leadership and I am really
confident about how things are
going to step into with those guys
next year.”
“There are several juniors
where you may be physically
faster than they are but you are not
going to out work them, they will
do everything they can to bury
you, you may win but it will not
be for the sheer lack of not trying,

they will out work you with Sam
(Moriarty), Ashley (Lofria),
Elizabeth (Hurley), Marissa
(Stickles) and Liz (Seminario),”
added Gartin.
“The freshman are coming
in strong also, in terms of the
depth and breadth of our freshman
class, this is definitely one of the
top freshman classes we have
ever brought in, if not the top,”
stated Gartin.
In terms of the Sharks
competition this season the
teams to beat are going to be
according to Gartin are, “...within the conference, Barry and
FIT are definitely going to be
there and I am not discounting
Rollins and nationally its going
to be Dowling, Philadelphia and
Western Washington is the king
of the hill.”
“They [Western Washington] have won the national
championship so many times it
has finally become disgusting,
we will live vicariously through
somebody else if that’s the
only way they get beat,” added
Gartin.
The Sharks will begin the
defense of their conference and
national championships in the
Spring Break race held at Winter
Park on Mar, 1.

NSU Falls to the Lethal Lions

ASHLEY CHANG-STORY &
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER &
SPORTS EDITOR

Despite an outstanding start,
NSU men’s basketball had trouble
maintaining their lead against
the St. Leo Lions as they went
down 92-81.
The Sharks went on a 102 run early in the game, but as
time progressed the Lions fought
back and regained the lead at 2322. The advantage continued to
change hands between the two
teams resulting in a slim lead for
the Sharks at halftime, 40-39.
Following the close encounter in the first period the first
10 minutes of the second half
were much of the same as the two
teams remained deadlocked. The
Lions opened up a substantial
lead at 81-72 with two minutes
remaining in the game. The
Sharks continued to battled
valiantly, but eventually fell to
the St. Leo Lions, 92-81. NSU
was 27 for 68 from the floor and
shot 39.7 percent.
Junior Alex Gynes and
sophomore Rob Huntington lead
the team in rebounds with 7 each.

Courtesy of Sports Information

Luke Roesch put in a standout performance against Tampa as he posted career high numbers with 19 points.

Gynes also led the team in scoring
with 20 points.
The Sharks responded to
the defeat in fine style as they
dispatched the University of
Tampa by a score of 97-88 at the
Don Taft University Center.
Coming into the game on

the back of consecutive defeats,
it was imperative the Sharks
got back to winning ways in
front of the NSU finatics. The
Sharks looked determined from
the outset, gaining the upper
hand early and maintaining it
throughout.

Freshman Luke Roesch
was the Sharks’ catalyst on the
night as he turned in an inspired
performance with a career high19
points, six rebounds, two assists
and a block.
The Sharks led the Spartans
for the entire game as they

dominated both offensively and
defensively. NSU exploded out
of the traps early in the match
as they found their groove early.
The Sharks were able to frustrate
the Spartans and take a 50-40
lead into the half time interval.
In the second period the
Sharks continued to dominate as
they lead by as many as twelve on
several occasions. Tampa became
frustrated and this was evident
as their coach continuously
chastised his players from the
sidelines. NSU held on for what
was a crucial victory and it gets
their season back on track as
the race for the playoffs really
heats up.
The Sharks currently lie in
a tie for fourth in the conference
with local rivals Lynn and
Barry who they face within the
next week.
Gynes and freshman Brian
Cahill contributed with 15 points
apiece. Junior John Brooks and
Huntington each garnered 14 and
11 points apiece.
The Sharks are on the
road in their next outing as they
face the Eckerd Tritons who are
currently third in the conference.
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Women’s Basketball
Wins One and
Loses One
ASHLEY CHANG-STORY &
CRAIG HEENIGHAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER &
SPORTS EDITOR
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Baseball drops season opener after inclement weather postponed the original game.

CRAIG HEENIGHAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The Sharks endured a tough
start on the opening night of
the eagerly anticipated baseball
season as they went down 4-2 to
Newberry College.
Having had their scheduled
season opener against arch
rivals Barry cancelled two
days previous, the Sharks were
determined to get their season off
to a positive start.
Newberry found themselves
ahead early in the proceedings as
they scored three runs on two hits
in the top of the first inning off
the pitching of Sean Koecheler.
The Sharks responded swiftly as
they were able to score a run in
the bottom of the second inning
courtesy of junior first baseman
Dusty Maggs, who made it home
on a passed ball.
The Sharks added to their
total in the very next inning
as senior second baseman
Eric McCans hit a single and
then scored off an RBI double
courtesy of senior right fielder
Brayan Valencia.

However, the Sharks could
not cut the deficit as Newberry
scored another run in the top of
the fourth which would prove
to be too much for the Sharks.
NSU had a host of chances in
the final three innings to claw
themselves back into the game
but managed to leave a combined
eight runners on base through the
closing stages.
All-American Valencia led
the way for the Sharks going 45 with three doubles and an RBI.
A host of Sharks contributed
with one hit including McCans,
sophomore Nikko Echevarria,
Maggs, junior Luis Penate and
senior Matt Fisher.
Koecheler was attributed
with the loss as he allowed three
runs on two hits in three innings
pitched. Junior Isaac Hicks
pitched five innings of relief
allowing only one run on four
hits whilst he struck out three.
Junior Sean Albury pitched the
final inning of the match and
struck out the side.

The game started off with
a well-rounded offense from the
Sharks. Sophomore, Meloney
Fosburgh led the way by scoring
the first six points. The Sharks
displayed superb defense that
allowed them to overcome a
deficit and generated an 11-0 run
halfway through the first half.
Despite a spirited fight back from
St Leo, the Sharks were able to
take an eight point lead into half
time courtesy of freshman Rheisa
Burke’s free throws, assuring a
25-17 lead at the break.
The second half appeared
promising as the Sharks attained
an early 15 point advantage. The
Sharks soon found themselves
on the defensive as the Lions
dominated the last ten minutes of
the game. In the final 2 minutes
NSU fought back, after trailing
by five, to tie the game and send
it into overtime.
Amidst
several
lead
changes, it came down to another
clutch shot by Burke who tied
the game once again taking the
Sharks into a double overtime.
However, the Lions began to
dominate proceedings during the
course of overtime and were able
to secure the victory inflicting
another loss on the Sharks. NSU
succumbed to defeat by a final
score of 80-69.
Forsburgh led the team
in scoring with 16 points and
sophomore Stevie Kamp had a
team high 10 rebounds.
The Sharks struggled to find
their rhythm as they went down
to Tampa University in their next
outing by a score of 62-36 at the
Don Taft University Center.
Although the final score

Courtesy of Sports Information

Erin Zampell equalled her season high with 13 points in the defeat against Tampa.

does not suggest it, the Sharks
were nip and tuck with the
Spartans up until half time but
failed to execute plays in the
second half as Tampa ran away
with proceedings.
The opening exchanges
remained close until the Spartans
opened up a 6-0 run to lead 18-12.
The Sharks continued to battle
valiantly as they got to within two
courtesy of consecutive baskets
from sophomore Erin Zampell.
However, Tampa regained the
hold over the match as they
opened up a six point advantage
to lead 26-20 going into the half
time interval.
In the second half the Sharks
got to within four points courtesy
of a jumper from Kamp but that
was the closest they would come
for the remainder of the game.
The Spartans were ruthless in

their finishing as they started to
put real daylight between them
and the Sharks. To make matters
worse the Sharks had a scoring
drought of close to eight minutes
as they struggled on offense. The
Spartans ran out eventual winners
62-36.
Zampell tied her season
high total with 13 points whilst
junior Abbie Tepe and Kamp
each garnered six rebounds.
The Sharks will be looking
to snap their losing streak as they
face the Eckerd Tritons on the
road in their next encounter.

Write a Letter to the Editor
Want to say something about what you have read? Have an opinion about something we covered?
Do you have an idea that you think would be great in The Current?
Then send a Letter to the Editor at nsunews@nova.edu.
You can also comment on our articles at www.nsucurrent.com.
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Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely
Wu-Tang Clan
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Do not rub your eyes; you
read that correctly. While the title
of this piece is not the official
title of the album, it is what it
implies. By some divine miracle,
or genius beyond normal human
capacity, the stars have aligned
and two worlds have collided to
bring us a Beatles and Wu-Tang
Clan mash-up album.
A mash-up, for those not
familiar, is when you take two or
more tracks from two different
bands/artists and mix them
together to create one supreme
new track. Producer Tom Caruana
has done just that, layering
classic Wu-Tang acapellas over
Beatles’ musical arrangements,
and naming this baby “Enter the
Magical Mystery Chambers.”
The result is brilliant.
Upon first hearing of this
somewhat delusional undertaking, your first instinct may be
of skepticism and cynicism. Do
not worry, especially if you have
heard the “Grey Album,” the
2004 mash-up album created by
Danger Mouse which combined
Jay-Z’s “Black Album” with
The Beatles’ “White Album,”
Fans of the “Grey Album” know
how extraordinary it is, and I,
myself, never though there would
be another mash-up that could
top it.
However, “Enter the Magical Mystery Chambers” is so
good that it blows the “Grey
Album” clear out of the water.
I am not even the biggest
Wu-Tang Clan fan ever. Sure,
I am a huge Beatles fan, but I
never really paid the Wu that
much attention. This album will

make you look at the Clan in a
whole new light. Their lyrics are
given a complete new makeover
when lustrously draped over the
ageless Beatles compositions.
The album opens with, what
I can only assume is, the voice
of Tom Caruana explaining how
he came about the idea and went
forth with it, “I took the Beatles
and the Wu-Tang Clan and all
that put together and I just made it
one thing, and it just, it worked.”
That sounds simple enough.
Next, the unofficial leader
of the Clan, The RZA, grabs
the microphone and begins to
introduce “his boys.” This introduction sets the mood for the
entire album. It has a raw, gritty
feel to it. In this introduction, you
hear cell phones, or beepers, going off in the background, and
it all sounds like it has been
recorded in someone’s basement.
The whole album has this vibe,
which is cool for the listener
because it really makes you
feel like you are being exposed
to something underground and
exclusive.
In fact, each track has a
retro sound to it. The sound is a
little fuzzy, like its being played
through an old record player.
Caruana has maintained this
sound, perhaps to remind us that
this music you are listening to is
not new in any way, shape or form,
yet it is breaking ground. This is
a testament to the magnificence
of both of these artists, that their
music can still have a major
impact today.
The Beatles are also introduced in the beginning, using
an actual audio track from
some archival footage of the
band introducing themselves

Courtesy of www.teasearecords.net

“Enter the Magical Mystery Chambers” at your own risk.

individually to a plethora of
screaming fans. This is followed
by another audio file explaining
the impact that The Beatles had,
not only in music, but in culture
and in the world.
It is an interesting idea
that perhaps what makes this
combination such a successful
one is not only the music itself,
but deeper than that, it is the ideals
that each of these musicians stood
for. It is clear that both Wu-Tang
Clan and The Beatles did things
their way, to the beat of their own
drum and did it not for the fame
and money, but for the passion
to create music that was art and
meant something to them.
You really cannot even
imagine how amazing this album
is, it is truly something that
you have to hear for yourself.
However, here is a taste of what

is in store when you do decide
to go check it out, from The
Beatles end you have samples of
“Yesterday,” ‘You Never Give
Me Your Money,” “I Feel Fine,”
“Girl,” “Michelle,” “Happiness is
a Warm Gun,” etc.
From the Wu-Tang Clan’s
side you have lyrics from “Got
Your Money,” “Criminology,”
“Uh Huh,” “Release Yo Self,”
“Forget Me Not,” “Da Mystery
of Chessboxin’,” etc.
There are 27 tracks, including the intro and outro. Most
of the tracks are an average of
about three and a half minutes
long with the longest tracks
coming in at just under five
minutes. And as if just combining these two wasn’t enough,
Caruano includes in almost
every track some sort of audio
insert from Beatles history that

goes perfectly hand-in-hand with
each track.
The verdict is that this
album is an instant classic and
a must have for any music
enthusiast. “Enter the Magical
Mystery Chambers” is easily one
of the best albums of the year. It
will probably be one of the best of
this new decade and maybe even
further. The best part of it all, it
is absolutely free. You can go to
www.TeaSeaRecords.net and get
it there or you can just Google it
and download from whoever else
has it available.
Do not miss out on this
album because you will really
regret it. Be warned, however,
you will be listening to this album
over and over again.

Extreme Makeover:
Radio X Edition

JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

Everyone is entitled to
change it up a bit every once in
a while. You get tired of the old
stuff and you decide it is time for
a change, time to update. It turns
out our own Radio X has been
doing some renovating lately and
their anxious to show off their
new look.
Junior communications major, Sebastian Acosta-Nijamkin,
has been hard at work in his position as IT Director at Radio X
to present the launch of the
redesigned Web site. Admitting

that the previous look was not
user-friendly, Sebastian and his
team have set out to make the
new site much more accessible.
Sebastian, who started out
as an intern last Sept., is also a
DJ at the station bringing you the
“Jam Session” in the wee hours
of the night on Mondays and
Thursdays His show presents a
great variety of rock that includes
reggae-rock, alternative and hard
rock.
Aside from a new layout
and color scheme, one of the best
additions to the site, through this
transformation, is the personalized DJ pages. There will be

a link where each DJ will have
their own personalized page that
will allow the viewer to come one
step closer to their favorite on-air
personality.
“Everything is easier to
find,” said Sebastian of the new
site. Whether you want to leave a
comment for a specific DJ or see
which bands are going to be on
the Local Show next month, the
navigation is assured to be much
more user-friendly.
The idea behind the new
Web site is to be able to provide
listeners with more information
and to bring the Radio X
experience closer to the listener.

Unlike other radio stations, Radio
X wants to play what you want to
listen to. Everybody knows the
frustration of listening to the same
song on the radio one hundred
times in one day, or of never
being able to hear the song that
you like off of a particular CD.
Radio X gives you the ability to
almost personalize your listening
experience.   
Within the next week or
so, the new Web site will be up
and running and you can see
these changes for yourself. You
can also look ahead to more
improvements in the future, as
Sebastian mentioned plans to

become more active on Facebook
and other social networking sites.
There is also the possibility of
podcasts, personalized intern
pages and uploaded interviews
that you can listen to anytime.
So, you don’t like certain
things about the radio or you wish
there was more of this or that?
Now, more than ever, Radio X is
making the listening experience
one that gives the listener more
control. Make sure you take
advantage of this opportunity,
tune in, check out the Web site
and then let your voice be heard.
For more information, visit
www.nova.edu/radiox.
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Mel Gibson is Back
with a Vengeance
JUAN GALLO
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

The last time we saw Mel
Gibson in a major acting role
was in 2002. He starred in M.
Night Shyamalan’s “Signs,” and
since then, he has directed both,
“The Passion of the Christ”
and “Apocalypto,” has grown a
wicked Col, Sanders beard and
has been at the center of some personally, unpleasant controversies.
This year, with “The Edge of
Darkness,” Gibson steps back
into the limelight to prove that
like a fine wine, he is just getting
better with age.
“The Edge of Darkness” is
directed by Martin Campbell, who
also directed “Casino Royale”
and is due to direct “The Green
Lantern.” Gibson plays Boston
homicide detective Thomas
Kraven, whose daughter Emma
(Bojana Novakovic) is brutally
murdered at his doorstep, while
back home visiting.
This film is a truly an
unexpected delight. It takes you
for a wild ride, as you literally
feel like you are being tossed back
and forth constantly, not only by
the intriguing storyline but by the
way the film tugs at your heart.
Right off the bat, I was very
surprised by the way the film did
not shy away from depicting,
quite graphically and accurately,
the brutal murder of Emma. This
is one of the ways the film shifts
rapidly from one emotion to the
other. You are in the theater and
you know that she is going to
be killed, yet you get so caught
up in the paternal chemistry and
bond that Gibson and Novakovic
create, that the experience
and suddenness of her murder
is jolting.
This is the great contrast
that the film gently and masterfully balances. On one hand,
you have the endearing, heartfelt

AMANDA CAZACU
CURRENT AFFAIRS EDITOR
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Mel Gibson carries a lethal weapon in “The Edge of Darkness.”

struggle of the father moving on
and grieving his daughter. Then,
on the other hand, you have the
angered, violent individual who
is desperately seeking to do right
by her.
As if that was not enough,
the film also delves into a larger
storyline as Detective Kraven
begins to uncover the conspiracy
that lies behind his daughters’
death. Emma worked for a
research company that is secretly
hired by the government and she
may have stumbled upon some
information that would be very
damaging to the government if
it was released. As Detective
Kraven attempts to put the pieces
together, he is approached by a
mysterious man named Jedburgh
(Ray Winstone), who is hired by

the corporation to fix situations
just like this one.
Detective Kraven opens up
a “Pandora’s box” that leads to
more murders and some major
danger to his own life. It turns
out to be a classic tale of “David
versus Goliath,” in this case,
however, Detective Kraven is
David and a corrupt government
corporation is Goliath.
If you go see this film,
expect a great story with incredible acting and some edge-ofyour-seat suspense. Unlike other
films, which fail to accommodate
the heart and the mind, this film
does both, resulting in a fulfilling
movie-going experience.

For most college students,
funds are limited and cool and
pricy things like Adobe Photoshop are not an option. For
those still using Microsoft Paint
and iPhoto for editing pictures,
Pixlr.com is the “new kid on the
block.” Pixlr.com, a browser-based
photo-editing tool, combines
image design and paint tools with
photo editing and adjustment
features. Interestingly, Pixlr.com
was developed by a single
man named Ola Sevandersson
in less than one year, and is
absolutely free.
On this site, you can
manipulate your pictures with the
adjustment and filter options and
editing options like brightness/
contrast and hue/saturation that
are very similar to other editing
tools sold.
If you are in a rush, click
on Pixlr Express, where there
are fewer options that take you
straight to the obvious editing
processes, such as making a

picture less blurry and other
quick fixes. There are also 13
different language options, if you
prefer anything from Spanish to
Romanian.
If you are only vaguely
familiar with photo editing,
have no fear, it is incredibly user
friendly. The site also maintains a
blog with great tips and tutorials
and it offers a detailed and
organized FAQ section.
The only downside is that
Pixlr is not very reliable when
importing and exporting photos
to and from sites like Facebook
and Twitter. In addition, after
editing a shot, the only way to
get it off the site is to download it
back to your hard drive as a JPEG
or PNG file.
Other than those minor
issues, which could very well
be improved by next year, Pixlr
is a useful site for any student
interested in editing their
photos without having to pay
an exorbitant amount for the
privilege.
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Patti Smith

STEFANI RUBINO
MANAGING/OPINIONS EDITOR

In 1967, Patti Smith, a
young woman from a small
suburb in New Jersey, decided
she was through with trying to
please her family and moved
to New York City to begin
living her life on her own
terms. Almost immediately, she
met
photographer
Robert
Mapplethorpe and poet Janet
Hamill, and was launched into
the world of writers, musicians,
artists and vagabonds that had
become the dominant counterculture in NYC at the time.
Living at the now famous Hotel
Chelsea, a popular stomping
ground of everyone from Bob
Dylan to Jack Kerouac, Smith
began writing, painting and,
eventually, performing.
By the early 1970s, punk had
become a full-fledged obsession,
with new bands coming from
nearly every corner of the U.S.
and Great Britain. Around this
time, Smith and a small group of
other musicians started to come
together under one name, the
Patti Smith Group, and released
their first single in 1974, funded
with the help of Mapplethrope.
Shortly after, the Patti Smith
Group signed onto Arista Records
and finally released their first LP,
“Horses,” in 1975. Since then,
the Patti Smith Group and Smith
herself have recorded other
releases and the face of punk has
changed a great deal, but Horses
still remains a classic, must-have
album for any fan of the genre.

Courtesy of www. antimonide.com

Cover of Patti Smith’s “Horses.”

From the very beginning
of “Horses,” you can tell you
are in for an experience. Just
the opening line to the Patti
Smith Group’s explosive cover
of Van Morrison’s “Gloria,”
“Jesus died for somebody’s sins
but not mine…,” sets the tone

of resistance and rebellion that
Smith became so well-known
for. More than anything, though,
“Gloria” is not just a cover; it is
a complete reimagining of the
song, just as most of Smith’s
songs are a reimagining of punk
music, blurring the lines between

the sung word and the spoken
word and hurried punk guitar and
classic blues riffs.
The best tracks on “Horses”
showcase just that – the Patti
Smith Group’s ability to tear
down the walls between genre
and style, singing and speaking,

punk and poetry, feminism
and art. After “Gloria,” Smith
bombards listeners with an almost
non-stop flow of songs that break
boundaries and create new ones.
In the songs “Redondo
Beach,” “Free Money” and “My
Generation,” the Smith connects
everything from the avant-garde
intuitions of her favorite poet,
Arthur Rimbaud, to the hardliving, alcohol-swilling, drugusing lifestyle she and everyone
she knew had created for
themselves. These tracks feature
more than just a vast knowledge
of music history; they feature the
knowledge of rundown, beatup artists trying to make a dime
to afford to feed themselves for
the night.
Then, in “Land: Horses/
Land of a Thousand Dances/
La Mur (De),” the 17 minute
long experiment that is to punk
music what “The Odyssey” is to
literature, Smith takes listeners
on a journey throughout her
imagination, heart and emotions.
Looking at how long the song
is can be intimidating, but the
changes throughout (noted by
the backslashes in the title of the
song) make it seem like three
separate songs, and by the end, it
is apparent that enduring those 17
minutes was well worth it.
By the end of the album,
you feel enlightened and
excited. You feel as if you have
been introduced to something
truly groundbreaking and extraordinary. “Horses” is one of those
albums you will never forget.
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Last Tuesday at 7:12
p.m. (108 minutes before 9
p.m.), I was in my Intercultural
Communication class and while
the topic being discussed was
interesting and engaging, in the
back of my mind, I kept thinking
that the one of the greatest shows
in the history of television would
soon begin its final season. Sorry,
Professor Fitzgerald but such is
the life of a “Lost” fan.
I became enamored with
the show last summer when,
after hearing so much about it
and viewing clips on television,
I decided to watch it online.
Within two weeks, I had seen
every episode of the first five
seasons and could not wait for
the premiere of the sixth and final
season. So, needless to say, when
the day finally rolled around I was
glued to the television in hopes of
finding out the fate of the Island
and solving the mystery of the
two John Lockes.
The sixth season opened in
a familiar way. We are taken back
to 2004 and see Jack Sheppard,
played by Matthew Fox, looking
out the window of Oceanic 815.
His dialogue with the flight
attendant is almost identical as
in the pilot episode, we also see
almost everyone we met in the
first couple of seasons back on
the plane.
However, there are a few
differences. Some of the old
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The cast of the popular T.V. show, Lost.

characters are missing, and the
comforting speech Jack gave
Rose (L. Scott Caldwell) is now
given by Rose to Jack. What
was more startling was the fact
that, now, Desmond (Henry Ian
Cusick) is on the plane and the
Island has sunk.
Then, in true “Lost” fashion,
we hear the ominous beat and are
transported back to the Island
in 2007, with the remaining
survivors of the atomic bomb and
the “Smokey” Lock, as he has
been referred to in the fan forums.
There, we are introduced to
another set of “the Others,” which
includes the aforementioned flight
attendant, and see their reaction
to the news of a dead Jacob
(Mark Pellegrino).
I watched intensely and
gasped in awe as the new reality
was introduced and old characters
reappeared. I had heard that old
characters would be returning,
which did not make sense to me
since most of them died, but was
pleased to see how the producers
of the show pulled it off.

While I love the alternate
reality, I fail to see its purpose. I
always wondered what the lives
of the people on the Island would
be like had they landed safely in
L.A. (or in the case of the Others,
if they had never gone there),
but regardless of how cool it is
to see if they will ever meet in
L.A. — especially since these
characters were connected before
the Island, they just did not know
— the show is the show because
of the Island. The characters
were brought there for a reason
and that has been the focus of the
entire show.
I must say this two-hour
premiere did leave me with more
questions than it answered, but if
you have ever watched “Lost,”
you know that that is the way it
goes and what makes the show so
awesome. All that is left now is
to see what this week’s episode
will bring.
“Lost” airs on ABC,
Tuesday nights at 9 p.m. If you
wish to catch up online, visit
www.abc.go.com/watch/lost.

This week is Homecoming
at NSU an American tradition
that usually centers around
football but at NSU surrounds
basketball and welcomes back
alumni to the university. This is a
week that aims to get students —
old and new — involved, excited,
and engaged in some good old
school spirit. Enjoy the events
and memories, whether it be at
this week’s do-it-yourself Raft
Race or watching the women’s
and men’s basketball games in
the Don Taft University Center.
With Homecoming week
comes the annual tailgating party.
This party has been named in
the past as President Ferrero’s
tailgating party. This year with
the new president appointed,
President George L. Hanbury II,
I only thought it would be fitting
that the new president host the
event. But to my surprise the
tailgating party was renamed
Chancellor Ferrero’s tailgating
party. Granted Chancellor Ferrero
has done a lot for the university in

past years — maybe he’s worked
too hard — but isn’t it time to
pass on the torch already?
Whether Chancellor Ferrero
can let go of his old position or
not, The Current got to interview
current President George L.
Hanbury and discuss his plans for
his tenure at NSU. Check out The
Current’s exclusive interview and
send us your feedback, letters to
the editor, and your opinions.
Got something to say? E-mail
nsunews@nova.edu. The Current
is listening.

We Want To Hear From You
Want to say something about what you have read?
Have an opinion about something we covered?
Do you have an idea that you think would be great in The Current?
Write a Letter to the Editor at nsunews@nova.edu.
You can also comment on our articles at www.nsucurrent.com.

On the Scene
ANNARELY RODRIGUEZ
NEWS EDITOR

What’s up with the iPad?
“I haven’t really seen it but [Apple] is a good company. I love
their products; I don’t know what they could do better.”
Anthony Lucas, senior biology major

“It just looks like a giant iPhone to me.”
John Mason, first year law student

“I think it’s sexy. It is really nice but not useful for people who
have an iPhone. It’s just an enlarged version. I would still buy
it, though.”
Vanessa Perez, senior biology major

“I like it; it looks cool. I thought about buying it but I don’t see
what the difference is between that and a laptop. I know it has
a virtual keyboard but I think it would be pretty hard to type
a paper.”
Michael Westheimer, first year law student

“I’m a PC.”
Kaustubh Naskarni, first year law student

“It’s stupid. I don’t see the point of typing on the screen.”
Eylin Martinez, freshman biology major

“I don’t even know what it is.”
Lauren Dota, freshman athletic training major

“I kind of like keyboards so I wouldn’t buy it. I mean, it’s a good
update for technology, it’s just not for me.”
Joanna Zachowski, freshman athletic training major

